
 

 

 
 
 
                  March 06, 2023 
 
 
Dear Leaders: 
 
Kristine McLeod Emerging Indigenous Leader Award 
 
In 2021, with the support of the Gwich’in Tribal Council (GTC), the Government of the 
Northwest Territories (GNWT) created the Kristine McLeod Emerging Indigenous Leader 
Award.  This award, presented annually, honours the memory of a young leader who 
contributed so much to the health, wellness, culture, and education of the people of the 
Gwich’in Nation and of the Northwest Territories (NWT).  
 
The award recognizes young Indigenous NWT residents who demonstrate exceptional 
initiative and commitment to the principles of public service within community, territorial, 
federal, or Indigenous government. The goal of this award is to recognize Indigenous 
individuals who personify outstanding leadership qualities.  
 
The nomination period for the 2023 Kristine McLeod Emerging Indigenous Leader Award is 
open until March 31, 2023, at 5:00PM MST. 
 
The award’s recipient will receive a grant of $5,000 in recognition of their outstanding 
contributions. The grant will support the emerging leader as they continue to pursue 
education, training, or other opportunities that support their development as a leader.  
 
This award program is delivered annually by the Department of Finance in conjunction with 
the Premier’s Awards for Excellence.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Caroline Cochrane 
Premier 
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Distribution List – Leaders 
 
Chief Eugene Hope 
Acho Dene Koe First Nation 
 
Chief Louis Balsillie and Council 
Denı́nu Kų́ę́ First Nation 
 
Chief James Marlowe and Council 
Łutsel K’e Dene First Nation 
 
Chief Edward Sangris and Council 
Yellowknives Dene First Nation (Dettah) 
 
Chief Fred Sangris and Council 
Yellowknives Dene First Nation (Ndılo) 
 
Grand Chief Herb Norwegian 
Dehcho First Nations 
 
Chief Michael Vandell 
Deh Gáh Got'ie First Nation 
 
President Clifford McLeod 
Fort Providence Métis Council 
 
Chief Noleen Hardisty 
Jean Marie River (Tthets’éhk’édélı̨) First Nation 
 
Chief Lloyd Chicot 
Ka'a'gee Tu First Nation 
 
Chief Kele Antoine 
Łíídlı̨ Kų́ę́ First Nation 
 
Chief Steve Vital 
Nahanni Butte Dene Band 
 
Chief Lloyd Moses 
Pehdzéh Kı̨́ First Nation 
 
Chief Dolphus Jumbo 
Sambaa K'e First Nation  
 

President Darlene Sibbeston 
The Métis Association Local 52 
Fort Simpson, N.W.T.  
 
Chief Kenneth Cayen 
West Point First Nation 
 
Ɂekw’ahtı̨dǝ́ Danny Gaudet  
Délı̨nę Got'ınę Government 
 
Grand Chief Ken Kyikavichik 
Gwich'in Tribal Council  
 
President Michael Greenland 
Ehdiitat Gwich'in Council 
 
Acting President Mavis Clark 
Gwichya Gwich'in Council 
 
President Kelly McLeod 
Nihtat Gwich'in Council 
 
President Abraham Wilson  
Tetlit Gwich'in Council 
 
Chair and CEO Duane Ningaqsiq Smith 
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation 
 
Chair Jordan McLeod 
Aklavik Community Corporation 
 
Chair Rory Voudrach 
Inuvik Community Corporation 
 
Chair Lawrence Ruben  
Paulatuk Community Corporation 
 
Chair John Lucas Jr. 
Sachs Harbour Community Corporation 
 
Chair Ryan Yakeleya 
Tuktoyaktuk Community Corporation 
 

 



 

 

Chair Colin Okheena 
Ulukhaktok Community Corporation 
 
Chief April Martel 
Kátł’odeeche First Nation 
 
Vice-President Marc Whitford 
North Slave Métis Alliance 
 
President Garry Bailey 
Northwest Territory Métis Nation 
 
President Arthur Beck 
Fort Resolution Métis Government 
 
President Allan Heron 
Fort Smith Métis Council 
 
President Trevor Beck 
Hay River Métis Government Council 
 
Chief SRFN 
Salt River First Nation #195 
 
Chairperson Charles McNeely 
Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated 
 
President David Codzi 
Ayoni Keh Land Corporation 
 
President David Menacho 
Tulita Land Corporation 
 
President Aurora McNeely 
Fort Good Hope Métis Nation Local #54  
Land Corporation 
 
President Sherry Hodgson 
Norman Wells Land Corporation 
(Tłegǫ̀hłı̨)Got’ı̨nę Government) 
 
President Lindsay Norwegian 
Fort Norman Métis Community 

Grand Chief Jackson Lafferty 
Tłı̨chǫ Government 
 
Chief Clifford Daniels 
Behchokǫ̀ Community Presence Office - Tłı̨chǫ̨ 
Government 
 
Chief Doreen Arrowmaker 
Gamètı̀ Community Presence Office - Tłı̨chǫ̨ 
Government 
 
Chief Adeline Football 
Wekweètı̀ Community Presence Office - Tłı̨chǫ̨ 
Government 
 
Chief Alfonz Nitsiza 
Whatı̀ Community Presence Office - Tłı̨chǫ̨ 
Government 
 
Grand Chief Wilbert Kochon 
Sahtu Dene Council  
 
Chief Richard Kochon 
Behdzi Ahda' First Nation 
 
Chief Lucy Jackson 
Fort Good Hope (Kasho Got'ı̨nę) Dene Band 
 
Chief Frank Andrew 
Tulita Dene Band 
 
Chief Danny Greenland 
Aklavik Indian Band 
 
Chief Phillip Blake 
Gwichya Gwich'in Band 
 
Chief Robert Charlie 
Inuvik Native Band 
 
Chief Elizabeth Wright 
Teetl'it Gwich'in Band

 
President Edwin Erutse 
Yamoga Land Corporation  
 



 

 

 Distribution List  
 
 Honourable Caroline Wawzonek 
 Minister of Finance  
 
 Shaleen Woodward 

Principal Secretary 
 

Martin Goldney 
Secretary to Cabinet/Deputy Minister 
Executive and Indigenous Affairs 

 
Shawn McCann 
Deputy Secretary, Indigenous and Intergovernmental Affairs 
Executive and Indigenous Affairs 
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Distribution List – Senior Officials 

 

 
Annie Boucher 
Executive Director 
Akaitcho Territory Government 
 
Carol Ann Chaplin 
Senior Administrative Officer  
Denı́nu Kų́ę́ First Nation 
 
Lisa Book 
Acting Senior Administrative Officer 
Łutsel K’e Dene First Nation 
 
Lena Black 
Chief Executive Officer 
Yellowknives Dene First Nation 
(Dettah/Ndılǫ) 
 
Boyd Clark 
Advisor/Band Manager 
Acho Dene Koe First Nation 
 
Alison de Pelham 
Executive Director 
Dehcho First Nations 
 
Greg Nyuli 
Executive Director 
Deh Gáh Got’ıe First Nation 
 
Pearl Leishman 
Executive Director 
Fort Providence Métis Council 
 
Brad Morissey 
Senior Administrative Officer 
Jean Marie River (Tthets’éhk’édélı̨) First Nation 
 
Ruby Simba 
Council Manager 
Ka'a'gee Tu First Nation 
 
Liza McPherson 
Executive Director 
Łíídlı ̨Kų́ę́ First Nation 
 
 

 
Soham Srimani 
Band Manager 
Nahanni Butte Dene Band 
 
Kyle Clille 
Band Manager 
Pehdzéh Kı̨́ First Nation 
 
Ruby Jumbo 
Band Manager 
Sambaa K'e First Nation  
 
Lisa Lafferty 
Executive Director 
The Metis Association Local 52  
Fort Simpson, NWT 
 
Wendy Ross 
Band Manager 
West Point First Nation 
 
Paulina Roche 
Chief Executive Officer  
Délı̨nę Got'ınę Government 
 
Stephanie Irlacher-Fox, PhD 
Director, Intergovernmental Relations 
Délı̨nę Got'ınę Government 
 
Angela Tripathy 
Chief Executive Officer 
Gwich’in Tribal Council 
 
Tara Kyikavichik 
Executive Assistant  
Gwich’in Tribal Council  
 
Susan Laramee 
Manager of Government Affairs 
Gwich’in Tribal Council  
 
Debbie Greenland 
Executive Director 
Ehdiitat Gwich'in Council 
 
 



 
 

 

Keith Spry 
Chief Executive Officer 
Gwichya Gwich'in Council 
 
Anita Koe 
Executive Director 
Tetlit Gwich'in Council 
 
Vice-President Chris Smith 
Nihtat Gwich'in Council 
 
Todd Orvitz 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation  
 
Piers Kreps 
Associate Director, Government Affairs 
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation 
 
Shauna Charlie 
Corporate Manager  
Aklavik Community Corporation 
 
Marlene Petterson 
Corporate Manager  
Inuvik Community Corporation 
 
Candace Ruben  
Corporate Manager  
Paulatuk Community Corporation 
 
Sharon Green 
Corporate Manager  
Sachs Harbour Community Corporation 
 
Elizabeth Arey 
Corporate Manager 
Tuktoyaktuk Community Corporation 
 
 
 
Dana Illisiak 
Corporate Manager  
Ulukhaktok Community Corporation 
 

Alex Gresl 
Chief Executive Officer 
Kátł'odeeche First Nation 
 
Debra Young 
Administrative Assistant 
North Slave Métis Alliance 
 
Ursula Vogt 
Executive Director 
Northwest Territory Métis Nation 
 
Sherry Strand 
Office Manager 
Fort Resolution Métis Government 
 
Linda Piwowar 
Finance Manager 
Hay River Métis Government Council 
 
Elizabeth Westwell 
Chief Executive Officer 
Salt River First Nation #195 
 
Orlena Modeste 
Executive Director 
Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated 
 
Joseph Kochon 
Director 
Ayoni Keh Land Corporation 
 
Judith Wright Bird 
Executive Director 
Fort Norman Métis Community 
 
Paul Tan 
Executive Director 
Norman Wells Land Corporation 
(Tłegǫ̀hłı̨ Got’ın̨ę Government) 
 
Loraine Doctor 
Executive Director 
Tulita Land Corporation 
 



 
 

 

Jacinta Grandjambe 
Executive Assistant 
Yamoga Lands Corporation 
 
Laura Duncan 
Tłı̨chǫ Executive Officer 
Tłı̨chǫ Government 
 
Bertha Rabesca Zoe 
Director, Department if Planning and 
Patnerships 
Tlicho Government 
 
Janita Etsemba 
Community Director of Behchokǫ̀ 
Behchokǫ̀ Community Presence Officer  
Tłı̨chǫ Government 
 
Belinda Blackduck 
Community Director of Gamètı̀  
Gamètì Community Presence Officer 
Tłı̨chǫ Government 
 
Cecilia Judas 
Community Director of Wekweètı̀ 
Wekweètì Community Presence Officer 
Tłı̨chǫ Government 
 
Shirley Dokum 
Community Director of Whatı ̀ 
Whatì Community Presence Officer 
Tłı̨chǫ Government 
 
Brenda Baton 
Executive Director 
Sahtu Dene Council  
 
Karen Tingmiak 
Acting Senior Administrative Officer  
Fort Good Hope (Kasho Got'ine) Dene Band 
 
Sally Ann Horassi  
Band Manager 
Tulita Dene Band 
 

Joseph Kochon 
Senior Administrative Officer  
Behdzi Ahda' First Nation 
 
Edward Wright 
Band Manager 
Inuvik Native Band 
 
Ms. Denise Robert 
Financial Officer 
Teetl'it Gwich'in Band 
 
Shelly Van Loon 
Senior Administrative Officer/ 
Band Manager 
Gwichya Gwich'in Band 
 
Terry Peterson 
Band Manager 
Aklavik Indian Band 
 
 


	Kristine McLeod Emerging Indigenous Leader Award
	2023-02-28 ALL Indigenous Leaders' Distribution List (inc. Bands)- Leaders
	2023-02-28 ALL Indigenous Leaders' Distribution List (inc. Bands)- Senior Officials
	7820_KM_Award_Poster_WEB

