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Curriculum Changes 
 
Changes to Grade 9 impact SH programming: 
Grade 9 Canada: Opportunities and Challenges 
“Focus on citizenship, identity, and quality of life in Canada and how they are impacted by 
political and legislative processes in Canada.  The role of the economic systems in Canada and 
the United States will also be examined.” Much of the old Grade 10 curriculum has been shifted 
down into Grade 9. 
 
SH information 

Implementation Schedule 
2007-2008 Social 10-1 and Social 10-2  Theme: Globalization 

2008-2009 Social 20-1 and Social 20-2  Theme: Nationalism 

2009-2010 Social 30-1 and Social 30-2  Theme: Ideologies 

 
 
The new curriculum will change the way we teach and learn social studies in our classrooms.  
The entire focus of the new curriculum is a shift from the old courses in the following key areas: 

- Issues-focused approach 
- Multiple perspectives approach, including Aboriginal and Francophone perspectives 
- Emphasis on skill based approach 

These changes are demonstrated and fully explained in the “front matter” of the new curriculum 
that is an extremely important section to read and understand in order to fully appreciate the 
philosophy behind the new courses. The new curriculum allows for the emphasis to be on student 
learning and student experience.  It recognizes there is not one opinion or one issue but many 
issues from many perspectives.  It allows students to make connections to their own experiences 
in a real and meaningful way.   
 
Alberta Education is working to establish a variety of resources to fit the curriculum such as an 
online guide and a text resource for each course that reflects the goals and objectives of the new 
curriculum. 
(Patti Turner, SS SAC member) 
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